Deliberate self-harm by burning: a retrospective case controlled study.
Thirty-seven referrals to a liaison psychiatry service after deliberate self-harm by burning were compared with a control group of people referred to the same service after deliberate self-harm by other means. We found that the group who self-harmed by burning were more likely to have psychotic symptoms, be prescribed psychotropic medication at the time of the self-burns and to be psychiatric inpatients at the time of self-harm compared with controls. The implications of the findings are discussed. The development of good communication and joint working between staff in psychiatry and burns units is particularly important to support the care of this group of patients.